








Rapier and Shield - Plate 43

Figure that strikes under the rotella, while the adversary seeks to parry with the same rotella, in order to strike with a
thrust in the chest. Considering the deceptions and feints that are found in arms, it is necessary to pay much attention
when one comes to blows with his enemy, so through presentation of the following figures I show to you how parrying is
most often harmful when one parries and does not respond in the same tempo; so I will demonstrate it to you in this
action of the rotella, being that one of them lies in fifth with his arm perpendicular and with the point of his sword low,
with the rotella forward of his breast, and the enemy lies in sixth with his rotella arm extended forward, and with his
sword somewhat back, so that the same, if he will be accosted at measure, will throw a thrust outside the rotella to the
face; and he raising his rotella to parry, the view will be obscured, and the same, falsing his sword under the rotella,
strikes in fourth in the way that the figure shows. But if he had been a practiced person, when the adversary was throwing
a thrust at his face, he would have parried, stretching out his rotella arm, and passing forward with his left foot, instantly
with a bending of his body and head toward his right side, giving him a thrust in the breast; alternately, when the
adversary was throwing the thrust, he could have parried with the sword in fourth, and in an instant passing forward with
his left foot, and hitting the enemys sword with his rotella, he would strike him in third with a rising thrust in the body,
and thus he would have been safe.
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Of some Terms of the Cut.

I had resolved myself to present to you some figures that would have shown you the way of using a cutting weapon, of
parrying as well as striking, and in these actions to show you many effects, but considering this, that could have been
done with figures, I can also do with these few admonitions, that I put to you, thus: the adversary lying in third or in
fourth, so that the point of his sword is aimed at the middle of your body, you will place yourself counter to him in fourth
with the point of your sword somewhat high, and crossed toward your right side, and approaching somewhat toward the
adversarys sword, you will throw a dritto at his sword followed by a riverso scendente to his face; on the contrary, when
your enemy will turn a riverso to your face, you will pass, parrying with your dagger in guardia di faccia over your right
arm, giving him a thrust in third in his breast; alternately, having parried and passed as above, you will be able to give
him a dritto to his leg, and moreover you will be able to parry the said riverso with your sword in fourth, as shows that
figure, which strikes with the dagger under the arm of the adversary, and passing and parrying with the dagger, one will
strike with a riverso to the leg, or with the dagger in the same way into the armpit; moreover, you will also be able to put
yourself in fourth with the point of your sword low, showing him your body somewhat, and he coming from the outside
to throw a thrust at you, you will parry upwards with the false edge of your sword, giving him a dritto to the face, being
aware that the parry of the dritto, as well as the riverso, to the head, will be parried in the very same way, as that figure
shows in which the sword parries, crossed with the dagger at the rear upon the forte of the sword, which has two lines,
one falling to the face, and the other to the thigh; and upon the occasion, that the adversary throws at you either a dritto
or riverso to the lower parts, you will parry in second with the point of your sword low, and if it will be a dritto, you will
parry and disengage with the (true) edge, over the enemys sword, putting your dagger over the said sword, giving him a
riverso to the arm; and if it will be a riverso, you will parry to the outside, in the same way, giving him a thrust in the
breast, putting nonetheless your dagger in the same tempo over the adversarys sword; and this is as much concerning
thereof that occurs to me to say.
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Secure Way of defending Onself from every
sort of Blow.

Wanting to put an end to this, my work, it does not seem to be to be out of place to seal it with this brief discourse of
mine, which consists only of demonstrating the virtue and the action of the first and fourth guards, discovering in first the
offense, and in fourth the defense, the beginning and end of whatever honored scheme one wills; considering that fourth
defends against any blow, resolute or irresolute, and first offends the adversary, accordingly it is necessary to say (for the
two to be faithful companions) that the beginning of the one is the end of the other, and thus, without beginning and end
they evade beginning and ending, since the first begins from high and finishes in a somewhat low fourth, and this is for
two reasons.

First, that if the adversary throws a thrust or a cut, passing somewhat with the left foot, in parrying with a riverso toward
the right side of the adversary, advancing the right foot, he can strike with an imbroccata in the chest, and by such an end,
one returns into fourth guard. Second, because the adversary cannot offend if not to the right side, which can easily be
defended with an ascendente from the said fourth, demonstrating nonetheless in these actions boldness in the face, the
eye quick to recognize the uncovered and covered parts of the adversary, strength and speed in the legs, arms, and hands,
quickness in parrying and striking, and agility in the body, and this is the nature of the first and fourth guards.
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